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IN DEFENSE OF  JUDGMENT
Some years ago, I was the object of perhaps the worst piece of typecasting in history.  I was asked to play God in a Church play called "The Last Judgment," by Roger Gaton.  Much of my part was consumed with judging the wicked and consigning them to damnation.  It caused me to think of the question so often asked by both unbelievers and believers alike: "How can an all-loving God condemn anyone to an everlasting lake of fire for eternity?"  I wondered if we might understand the answer, any better, if we could see the issues from God's perspective.  So, I rewrote the part of God (wow as me).

I tried to imagine what God might say tone of Roger’s character’s, a very moral, secular humanist.  On what grounds would He judge someone has given their life helping others at great personal sacrifice?  After their examination as they stood before His throne might He call them by name and say:


"You are pronounced guilty, guilty, not for seeking great things, but for ignoring great love seeking after you.  Guilty not for helping to meet the needs of humankind, but for refusing to admit your own need.  Guilty not for trying to earn a name for yourself, but for refusing the name I would have freely given you.  So take the only reward which you could have earned."


But what of the "good Christian" (another of Roger’s contrivances), someone who attended services and gave to the Church but never listened to God or gave their heart to Him?  To such a person God might say:  


"You are pronounced guilty, not for going to and giving to My church, but for failing to come to and receive from Me.  You knew My law and yet you continued to believe that in yourself you were righteous and that your hate was not equivalent to murder.  You sought to buy Me off with whatever time and money you had left.  Yet all the while denying I had already purchased you with my best.  Therefore, you are condemned by and to that for which you gave your very life.  But know I have loved you with My best." 


At last, all these other judgments might be elucidated by God's judgment on the first sinful being, Satan.  What might the King of the Universe say to His most determined enemy?  (A personage predating both Roger and me.)  Perhaps something like this: 


"It is you, Lucifer, Son of the morning, who is judged, and it is you who have judged yourself.  Your willful and repeated rejection of Me has driven you from the life which I have and which I am for all of My creation.  In denying My justice, you have rejected My mercy.  It is you, Lucifer, most beautiful of all created beings, who is condemned.  And it is you who have condemned yourself, by your own words echoed in the voices of those you have helped lead to destruction.  


"It is you, Lucifer, Author of Confusion, Murderer, Father of Lies, who are defeated.  And it is you who have defeated yourself, in seeking to conquer Me.  You are defeated by that which your empty and hardened heart now never may understand.  You are defeated by hope.  You are defeated by mercy.  You are defeated by love. 


"It is the greatest of tragedies that you allowed your pride, your knowledge, and your so-called wisdom to so enrage your jealousy that you came to see Me Who created you, and even now sustains you as enemy.  You curse Me as Adversary - all the while knowing that were I to cease caring for you for but the smallest of moments you would be snuffed from existence more utterly than the least flicker of a shadow which never had been. 


"Before time was, I knew how you would abuse the liberty which I would entrust to you so that you might love me freely.  How, instead of simply returning My love to Me, you would seek to bargain with Me on the basis of your own presumed goodness.  I, Who need nothing.  I, Who give to all freely.  I ,Who am all goodness.  I knew how in the name of freedom you would seek to enslave those I would have to be truly free; the angels, then Eve, then Adam, and so to all the race of humans, throughout history.  And so, before I brought any one of them into being, I decreed the sacrifice of My own Son, Jesus: His birth for their life; His death for their sins; His life for their rebirth. 


"Therefore, Satan, you are banished.  You are banished from memory and you are banished to beyond the vanishing of time.  You are banished to ever-consuming flame of darkness.  You are banished from being before Me or being in the presence of those who have called upon and are called by the name of My Son.  And as it is with those whom I have chosen to be My children, who will ever be before Me, so, in a way, it is with you, who have chosen not to be My child, who will never again be before Me.  Now, and forever, you are banished. 


God might then turn to the angel designated to commit Satan to his eternal destiny and  say:


"To you who have been faithful, give I the power over him who from near the dawn of time has faithlessly struggled to have power over you.  To you give I the power to lead him where those who have followed him away from Me already have been lead.  To a place so perfectly conceived, so faultlessly formed, so utterly set apart; that there and there only, he may finally be what, for all time he has desired to have.  A place where finally and forever, he may be apart from Me.  A place where, finally and forever, he may be of, and to, and by, and for himself--a god--a god alone." 



Evil, by its nature, is divorced from God.  Hell, perhaps more properly styled, the Lake of Fire, is not only good, but gracious love.
